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Dear Oblates:

Some of you may 
remember Sister Hugo 
Huck, a teacher of 
English at St. Mary�s 
Central High School. 
Sister Hugo also 
taught briefly at the 
University of Mary 

after her retirement. I want to share with you 
a poem by one of her favorite poets, Jessica 
Powers, a Carmelite sister who was quite 
gifted as a poet and writer. This poem is most 
appropriate for this time of year.

                �Only One Voice�
Only one voice
but it was singing
and the words danced and as they danced held high
oh with what grace their lustrous bowls of joy.
Even in dark we knew they danced but we
none of us touched the hem of what would happen.
Somewhere around a whirl, swirl, a pirouette      

the bowls flew and spilled
and we were drenched, drenched to the dry bone  

in our miserable night.

Only one voice
but morning lay awake in her bed and listened
and then was out and racing over the hills             

to hear and see,
and water and light and air and the tall trees

and people young and old began to hum              
the catchy catchy tune

and everyone danced and everyone everything
even the last roots of the doddering oak       

believed in life.
Jessica Powers

While it doesn�t say �Resurrection� in the 
poem, in my heart it speaks of Resurrection. 
To believe in life is the call to each of us from 
the One Who is Life. To trust in His Presence 
is essential to live Life to the fullest, to have 
abundant Life.

 May each of you hear that One Voice   
  and dance to the music of Life.

Sister Susan Lardy



 Some of our Oblates were privileged to 
hear ImmaculØe Ilibagiza speak 
at University of Mary�s annual 
Prayer Day. ImmaculØe survived 
the Rwandan genocide in 1994 
by hiding in a bathroom with 
seven other women for about 
three months. During that time 
most of her family was killed. 
She came to a deep relationship 
with God by praying constantly. 
She wrote of her experience 
in her book, �Left to Tell.� 
Her message is that prayer is 
essential to a relationship with God, urging 
us to pray regularly and sincerely. ImmaculØe 
now works at the United Nations and lives in 

New York with her husband and two children. 
Needless to say, her message was strong, faith 

filled and moving.
 As a follow-up to Prayer Day, we 
invited Marion Muthiah, a Methodist 
missionary, to speak at our April 
Oblate meeting. Marion volunteered 
to go to Zaire shortly after the 
genocide in Rwanda to offer assistance 
for Rwandan refugees. Her message 
was inspiring. I was most impressed 
with her dictum, �Sometimes the best 
thing to offer is one�s presence.� Her 
spirit of humble service exemplifies 
how each of us is called to serve in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. May you be blessed in 
whatever service you offer to others in His name.

 Sister Stephanie and I drove to Jamestown 
on April 12 to pray with and meet with the 
Jamestown chapter of Oblates. We gathered 
for Mass at 8 am and prayed Morning Praise 
together. Then we met for brunch during 
which Rosemarie Birrenkott shared highlights 
of her tour to Rome, Fatima, Lourdes and the 

Holy Land. She and her sister, Gladys, enjoyed 
many blessings on the tour. It was inspiring to 
hear of them. As always, we were welcomed 
in a most Benedictine style of hospitality by 
our Jamestown Oblates. Sister Stephanie and I 
extend our sincere thanks to each of them.
 Blessings for a joyful and relaxing summer!

Oblate Update
Prioress-Elect, Sister Nancy Miller
 On March 9, we elected Sister Nancy Miller as our new Prioress. 
Sister Nancy will be installed as Prioress on May 16 and Bishop Zipfel 
will join us in our celebration on May 17 at a Mass in the Chapel of the 
Annunciation at the Benedictine Center for Servant Leadership (the 
large chapel at the old monastery). We hope you can join us for this 
blessed event.
 Please pray with us as we ask God�s blessing on Sister Nancy, on our 
outgoing prioress, Sister Susan Berger, and on all of our community.

Jamestown Oblates

Prayer Day, University of Mary, February 7, 2008
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