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MESSAGE FROM THE

WE HAVE celebrated a wondrous event of a
young woman who said yes to God and

gave birth to the Savior of the world. We never tire
of recounting the Christmas story. We are intrigued
that it was a humble stable and ordinary people,
Mary, Joseph and shepherds, who welcomed the
Son of God, an infant child. Words will never
express completely our awe, gratitude, and wonder
at this extraordinary mystery. 

In this issue of Tidings, members of our
community express what is significant about some
of the values that undergird our Benedictine way of
life such as community, prayer and hospitality. We
are intrigued that such ordinary values carry such
significance in our day and throughout the
centuries of human history.

Just as God worked with the coming of His Son
in ordinary ways – a stable, a child, and shepherds;
we continue to experience God’s extraordinary love
through what is most human and simple, love that
is present in the daily events of our lives. God
works in the routine, through the ordinary, in what
is right at hand. 

For Benedict, it is not important what one does,
whether one is a librarian, switchboard operator,
scholar, gardener, cook, CEO, night watchman, a
Benedictine, single or married. What is important
for Benedict is that we strive to live in ways that
bring us closer to God and one another.  

We pray that by living in such a manner, we will
have an influence on our world in small and large
ways — in our families, cities, churches, schools
and businesses. Indeed if we wish to save the very
earth on which we live, if peace is to survive at all,
we need to be faithful to the values taught by Jesus
Christ, Benedict, and many others.  

We want to thank you for your compassion
which has touched our lives in recent months.
Many of you know that Sister Susan Lardy and
Sister Mariah Dietz were in a tragic car accident on
November 19. Sister Mariah is well and is healing
in her heart. Sister Susan is back in Bismarck from
an extended stay at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Rochester, Minn. She continues to recover here at
our monastery. Sister Susan and Sister Mariah and
our community marvel at the outpouring of your
love and prayer at this time. Through ordinary
cards and words of compassion, you shared an
extraordinary love which radiated farther than
Annunciation Monastery or St. Mary’s Hospital in
Rochester. How far, we will never know. That it
did, we believe and we are deeply grateful. 

May you experience God’s presence and love
throughout this New Year!  

Sister Susan Berger, OSB

To donate to the ongoing education of our new members and their formation
in Benedictine monastic values, please use the enclosed envelope.  Thank you. 

Please remember us when making or revising your will: Our legal name is
Benedictine Sisters of the Annunciation, B.M.V.  Thank you.  
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Sister Miriam
Schmitt was
honored at a
meeting of the
Monastic Liturgy
Forum for her
years of service as
a member of the
steering committee of the liturgy
forum.  Her certificate reads:
“Through sharing of her knowledge,
time, and love of liturgy, she helped
to enrich the prayer life of monastic
communities in North and Central
America.” 

Sister Thomas
Welder was
inducted into the
St. Mary’s Central
High School Hall
of Fame at the
school’s 2005
Induction Banquet.
A 1958 graduate, Sister Thomas was
recognized as a “beacon of Catholic
School leadership in Bismarck.”
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Sister Miriam Schmitt

Sister Thomas Welder

Sister Mary Ann Welder was surprised by University of Mary staff and
students when she was presented the University of Mary Varsity Club
“Lifetime Fan Award” for her committed and enthusiastic support of
Marauder athletes and sports. From left is football coach Myron Schultz,
Sister Mary Ann and women’s basketball coach Fred Fridley.


