
Dear Oblates,

I pray that your Lent has
been a time for deepening
your relationship with God.
May your celebration of
Easter bring you joy and
peace.

I encourage you to take the
opportunity to participate in

the liturgies of the Triduum, the three day observance of
Christ’s passion, death and resurrection: Holy Thursday,
Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. I want to share some
thoughts on the Triduum which I borrowed from a 1985
Pastoral Letter, "Christ Has Conquered: Glory Fills You."
This letter was written by then 

Bishop James Griffin of Columbus, Ohio.
Bishop Griffin notes that Lent comes to an end at
sundown of Thursday in Holy Week. As twilight turns to
night, the church around the world enters into the holiest
time of the year. It is the Passover of the Lord. "Each
Christian must now enter into the saving mystery of the
Lord’s Passover. It is the Passover of each believer from
death to life. It is the Passover of each individual from
darkness to light. It is the Passover of each Christian from
the decay of sin to rebirth in new life."

Bishop Griffin goes on, "...the Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(Holy Thursday) is celebrated as the vigil of Good
Friday–the commemoration of his passion and death..."
"Over the course of three days one momentous event is
celebrated: the glorious triumph of the Lord over sin and
death."

I want to encourage you to participate in the Solemn
Triduum in your parishes. There are key elements in
each of the liturgies. Holy Thursday, also known as
Maundy Thursday, incorporates the mandatum, or
command of the Lord, to serve one another as he
did. Jesus gave example of this service in the
washing of the feet of his disciples. It is a reminder
that the meaning of the Eucharist and Christian Life
is service. The focus of our liturgy and devotion is
"the one bread, the one cup, the altar proclaiming
that Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again. The Eucharist is the sacrament of unity; it
unites us with one another through our Divine
Savior."

Sister Susan Lardy
Oblate Director

“Christ Has Conquered: Glory Fills You”
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Prayer Intentions
Please pray for:
Winnie Wolf, Bismarck Oblate, who has been ill.

Marie Pimentel, Oblate from Portland, Oregon, whose husband George died.

Rosemarie Birenkott, Jamestown Oblate, whose sister-in-law Lois Kiely died.

Fargo Oblates
NEWS FROM FARGO OBLATES (SUBMITTED BY BARBARA STEINER) 

We are continuing our discussion of the book, The Rule of Benedict for Beginners: Spirituality of Daily Life, by Wil Derske.
Barbara Benson, Oblate Candidate plans to make her Oblation in May.

Good Friday liturgy is unique with its four parts: the Liturgy
of the Word, the Solemn Prayers of Good Friday, the
Veneration of the Cross and finally the communion service.
Bishop Griffin reminds us to keep Good Friday for what it is
meant to be: a day to observe Christ’s Passion and Death to
which he freely gave himself for our sakes. He says, "the gift
of Christ through his cross is not a play to be staged, it is a
mystery to behold; ...it embraces us and assimilates us by
our participation in the ritual." Another author, Jake
Empereur, SJ comments on the liturgy of this day, " Difficult
as it is to grasp, Good Friday is not primarily about the
historical death of Jesus. It is Easter in terms of the victory of
Jesus on the cross on which he died."

With the Easter Vigil the Church arrives at the climax of the
liturgical year. "The Church waits in the darkness of night for
the light of the rising Son from the tomb. The light of
Christ’s triumph floods our hearts and illumines our minds.
The Lord’s Passover is now completed...Christ conquered the
powers of darkness during the night. The liturgy

commemorates this glorious victory of light during the time
Christ shattered the clutches of darkness." The scripture
readings of the Vigil remind us of God’s saving actions on
behalf of the Chosen People, for example the Passover of the
Jews to freedom from slavery. The baptism of this liturgy is
initiation into resurrection and death. Fr. Empereur writes,
"The Passover of Christ is one symbol which incorporates the
creative tension of both death and life." It is the Easter
mystery we celebrate at each Eucharistic liturgy. May your
Easter joy be full with Alleluias resounding in your hearts
and the Morning Star find your hearts filled with the light of
His Glory.

I want to send a special thank you and note of appreciation
to all you who offered your assistance by way of prayer
and/or contribution for David Byberg's participation in the
World Congress of Oblates in Rome in September. Hopefully
David and I will get a personal note to each of you. We are
most grateful.
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